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Ecuador’s Ministry of Public Health and the Harriet Joyce Foundation Sign Strategic 
Alliance to Launch Neonatal Health Project 
 
The Ministry of Public Health (MSP), in coordination with the Gender Parity and Violet 
Economy Initiative in Ecuador, signed a letter of intent on April 9 with the Harriet Joyce 
Foundation (HJF) to promote a pioneering program focused on the early detection of rare 
genetic disorders in newborns. The event took place at the Cancillería Hall of the 
Universidad San Francisco de Quito (USFQ). 
 
The Harriet Joyce Foundation and Brigham and Women’s Hospital—a teaching hospital 
affiliated with Harvard Medical School—will work alongside Ecuador’s Ministry of Health to 
implement this transformative initiative. The goal is to enhance the detection of rare and 
potentially fatal genetic and metabolic disorders in newborns, which are often left 
undiagnosed. 
 
This partnership aims to strengthen diagnostic capabilities and ensure timely treatment for 
newborns through life-saving interventions, helping prevent serious health complications 
and even death. 
 
The letter of intent, titled “Let’s Care for Our Children: National Screening for a Healthier 
Ecuador,” was signed by Edgar Lama, Minister of Public Health; Juan Carlos Fernández, 
Director of Research at the Harriet Joyce Foundation; César Zambrano, Dean of Research at 
Universidad San Francisco de Quito; and Mercedes Chimbo, Director of the Pediatric 
Postgraduate Program at Universidad Católica Santiago de Guayaquil. Ana María Pesantes, 
Technical Secretary for Gender Parity in Ecuador, served as an honorary witness to the 
signing. 
 
Minister Edgar Lama highlighted the critical importance of this project, emphasizing its 
potential for early detection of serious diseases and life-saving impact for newborns. He 
stated: 
“We have a unique opportunity to do things right and to count on valuable international 
cooperation to strengthen neonatal screening services. I invite everyone to be part of an 
Ecuador that actively seeks the tools necessary to ensure healthy growth for our children 
and to guarantee that parents have access to professionals who provide quality care.” 
 
Juan Carlos Fernández noted that Ecuador’s current neonatal screening program detects 
only four conditions, which presents a significant challenge. 
“Thanks to the support of the Foundation, $2.4 million has been secured for a crucial study 
that will determine the prevalence of genetic disorders among the child population. 
Initiatives like this will mark a before and after in the lives of children and the health system 
of Ecuador,” he concluded. 



 

 
César Zambrano expressed his gratitude for the initiative and for the openness to this type 
of collaboration, stating: 
“This is an invaluable opportunity to strengthen ties between academia, the Ministry of 
Health, and the Pan American Health Organization for the benefit of the country.” 
 
This strategic collaboration will lay the groundwork for a comprehensive approach to the 
diagnosis and treatment of rare diseases—both diagnosed and undiagnosed—in Ecuador. 
It is estimated that around 540 newborns in the country are affected by such conditions 
annually, many of whom remain without a precise diagnosis. 
 
During the signing, the creation of the Commission on Rare Genetic Disorders in Ecuador 
was also announced. This body will focus on expanding neonatal screening coverage, 
improving diagnostic capacities, raising public awareness of early diagnosis, coordinating 
long-term follow-up for diagnosed children, and advocating for sustainable funding. 
 
The commission will consist of experts, academics, pediatricians, rare disease specialists, 
government officials, and patient advocacy groups. This interdisciplinary approach will 
allow the commission to address the challenges of rare diseases and neonatal screening in 
Ecuador in a comprehensive and effective manner. 
 
Today marks a milestone in Ecuador’s healthcare system, with the launch of this neonatal 
program bringing essential services closer to the population under the comprehensive, 
timely, and equitable care approach promoted by the Ministry of Public Health. 
 
#PorUnEcuadorConSalud. 
 


